
God’s exiles are always learning the hard way that the thrust towards viable 
unity must find a way to include the very ones we prefer to exclude.   

~ Walter Brueggemann 

WHERE DO YOU WORK? 
 
This is the typical question asked by a 
stranger, especially at the university. It is 
usually a political question, to size up a 
person’s worth and whether someone is a 
useful connection or irrelevant. How tragic. 
Yet work is key to finding peace and 
fulfillment; it was around before the Curse. 
 
Lately, I have been meditating on God’s idea 
of work and His shalom. Brueggemann 
speaks of four essential dimensions of 
shalom: peace with God, peace within, 
peace with people around us, and peace 
with creation. God wills for us to seek the 
peace of our city, among the hidden and the 
exalted, thereby unveiling our own peace. 
 
FINDING ANOTHER WAY OF RELATING 
 
As I anticipate my fourth year as a campus 
ambassador with IV-Graduate Faculty 
Ministries (GFM) and my final year as a 
homeschooling mom, I am eager for God to 
define the next chapter in my life, how I can 
yield to Him more and participate in His 
shalom-focused work in our fractured world.  

 
The last few years have been like a cross-stitch project: I started with a ragged piece 
of cloth (my varied experiences, skill set, and desire) and a bunch of beautiful, 
colorful threads (the possibilities God can weave into meaning). Beginning was 
difficult, but I found what by all indications was a good 
starting point, and just went to work. Soon I got into a 
steady flow of activity, even enjoying the different colored 
options and faithfully following the steps set before me. 
A discernible pattern wasn’t apparent for a while to 
spectators around me or myself; all I could grasp were 
some gnarled strings on the backside. Until recently… 
 
FIU South, FIU North, Barry University, Keller Williams 
Realty, and now The Life of Freedom Center: what do all 
these places have in common? Many in the world find my 
recent career choices curious, strange, even weird. 
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THE EXILE, THE DESERT … IS PART OF THE JOURNEY TO SHALOM  
 
On the surface these places seem disconnected, but progressively they represent fields 
where God has equipped me to promote his dimensions of shalom. 
 

Most recently, I left my post as Director of Operations at Keller Williams and joined the 
missionary team of The Life of Freedom (LoF) Center as Director of Development – to 
raise awareness and ministry partners for the healing of female survivors of human 
sex trafficking. Believe it or not, this evil even touches stable families and seemingly 
safe neighborhoods throughout South Florida, including the three university campuses 
where I will continue extending shalom as an ambassador for GFM.  
 
Florida ranks #3 in the U.S. for commercial sex activity. There are six times more U.S.-
born victims than foreign recruits, and 99% of them are hidden to the authorities (many 
of them are underage runaways or leading double lives). We can stem the tide of evil. 
We can educate the vulnerable about the schemes of wicked people who prey upon 
the innocent, weak and poor, ensnaring many with false pretenses and fear, or 
promises of a better existence. We can offer the truth of God’s love through Christ and 
a life of freedom!  
 
THANK YOU FOR JOINING ME IN THIS JOURNEY TO SHALOM!! 
 
Praise God for: 
*Steady relationships with 12 faculty and 10 graduate students at three university campuses 
*New contacts with additional faculty and students 
*The opportunity to share with 200+ at the FIU 50 Year Blessing ecumenical event (Photo A above) 
*Alumni outings, including one to hear renowned theologian John C. Lennox (Photo B) 
*Completion of 3-Year New Staff Training with GFM (Photo C) 
*LoF Center collaboration with students, campuses, and community leaders (Photo D) 
*One faithful husband and a beautiful family 
*Partners ignited by God to redeem South Florida academia and beyond, one soul at a time (Photo E) 
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